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Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 OUAGAD 01852 051519Z 
63 

ACTION AID-20 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-25 ISO-OO ACDA-19 INT-08 COME-OO 

PC- 15 USIA-15 IO-13 DODE-OO AGR-20 CIAE-00 INR-10 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 DRC-01 /158 W 

011512 

R 051200Z SEP 73 

FM AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6967 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY FORT LAMY 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 

UNCLAS OUAGADOUGOU 1852 
AFDROUGHT 

EO 11652: NA 

SUBJ: PROSPECTS FOR 1973 SORGHUM AND MILLET CROPS 

1. 1973 AGRICULTURAL SEASON STARTED LATE AND BADLY. 

SORGHUM PLANTINGS APPEAR GENERALLY GOOD. BUT WILL NEED 
RAIN THROUGH SEPT FOR NORMAL YIELDS. MILLET 
PLANTINGS WERE TOO LATE AND CANNOT BE EXPECTED 
APPROACH NORMAL YIELDS, SINCE EXTREMELY UNKLIKELY RAINFALL 
WOULD LAST LONG ENOUGH IN NORTHERN AREAS. 

2. UPPER VOLTA IS ROUGHLY DIVIDED FROM EAST TO WEST 
BY LINE JUST NORTH OF OUAGA INTO SAHEL AND SEMI- 
SAHEL REGIONS TO NORTH, WHERE MILLET IS MAIN 
CROP, AND SAVANNA REGION TO SOUTH WHERE SORGHUM, 

WHICH REQUIRES MORE MOISTURE, IS MAIN CROP. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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3. LATENESS, SPORADICITY AND INSUFFICIENCY OF JUNE 
AND EARLY JULY RAINS, EVIDENT IN BOTH SORGHUM AND 
MILLET REGIONS, CAUSED LOSS OF SEVERAL PLANTINGS. THE 
NORTHERN MILLET-GROWING REGION MOST SEVERELY AFFECTED. 

SOURCES OF CROP ESTIMATES MAKE CONTRADICTORY STATEMENTS 
RANGING FROM OPTIMISTIC TO PESSIMISTIC. MOST AGREE 
THAT THE MILLET CROP WILL BE FAR BELOW NORMAL, AND THAT 
NORMAL SORGHUM HARVEST CAN BE EXPECTED ONLY IF RAINS 
PERSIST THROUGH SEPT.BULLEN 



UNCLASSIFIED 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Note: 
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Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
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Disposition Comment: 
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Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973OUAGAD01852 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 
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Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: OUAGADOUGOU 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730954/aaaabnkc.tel 

Line Count: 70 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
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